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Welcome to Jerusalem!

On behalf of the Board of the European Public Choice Society and the 
Economics Department at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, it is my 
great pleasure to welcome you to the Society’s annual meeting.

The Society received a larger number of high-quality submissions on 
research at the frontier of Public Choice and Political Economy. They 
went through a rigorous reviewing process by the Scientific Committee 
consisting of the Board of the Society. I hope that you will find the 
resulting scientific programme as stimulating as I do. I am also delighted 
to welcome Francisco Veiga for his presidential address as well as Oded 
Galor and Mathias Thoenig as keynote speakers

Beside the appeal of the scientific programme, I hope that you will find 
time to enjoy the historical and modern city of Jerusalem. As always, an 
exciting social programme is on offer. It will give you the opportunity to 
enhance your academic network by interacting with colleagues outside 
the seminar room and to get an idea of what the Old City of Jerusalem 
can offer its guests.

Hopefully this programme booklet provides you with the general as well 
as the specific information required for a smooth conference experience. 
However, you are welcome to drop by the Registration Desk on the 4th 
floor of the Beit Maiersdorf Conference Centre throughout the conference 
in case you have any unanswered questions.

Regards,

Dr. Raphaël Franck
Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Department of Economics
Mount Scopus, Jerusalem, Israel.
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Scientific Program Snapshot
Day 1. Monday, April 1st, 2019
Monday 14:00-15:00 
Registration Beit Maiersdorf Hall 
Monday 15-00.16.30
Welcome and Presidential Address         Truman Hall (Building  61)
Monday 17:00-19:00
A1 Taxation 1 Maiersdorf Room 501
A2 Corruption 1 Maiersdorf Room 502
A3 Democracy 1 Maiersdorf Room 503
A4 Economic History 1 Maiersdorf Room 405
A5 Labor Markets 1 Maiersdorf Room 404
A6 Environmental Policy 1 Maiersdorf Room 403
A7 Aid, FDI and Economic Development 1 Maiersdorf Room 505
A8 Welfare Systems and the Public Sector 1 Maiersdorf Room 504
A9 Culture, Ethnicity and Religion 1 Room TBA
Welcome Reception -- Beit Maiersdorf 19:00-20:00

Day 2. Tuesday, April 2nd, 2019
Tuesday 8:30-10:30
B1 Corruption 2 Maiersdorf Room 501
B2 Economic History 2 Maiersdorf Room 502
B3 Political Business Cycles 1 Maiersdorf Room 503
B4 Voting 1 Tuesday 8:30-10:30 Maiersdorf Room 405
B5 Taxation 2 Maiersdorf Room 404
B6 Central Banking, Monetary Policy and Government Debt 1 Maiersdorf 
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Room 403
B7 Culture, Ethnicity and Religion 2 Maiersdorf Room 505
B8 Law and Economics 1 Maiersdorf Room 504
B9 Education, Happiness and Health Policy I Room TBA

Coffee Break 10:30-11:00 Beit Maiersdorf

Tuesday 11:00-13:00
C1 Politicians 1 Maiersdorf Room 501
C2 Extremism and Populism 1 Maiersdorf Room 502
C3 Taxation 3 Maiersdorf Room 503
C4 Happiness and Health Policy 2 Maiersdorf Room 405
C5 Democracy 2 Maiersdorf Room 404
C6 Migration 1 Maiersdorf Room 403
C7 Crime, Conflict and Terrorism 1 Maiersdorf Room 505
C8 Extremism and Populism 2 Tuesday 11:00-13:00 Maiersdorf Room 504
C9 Taxation 4 Room TBA
Lunch 13:00-14:30 Beit Maiersdorf Hall
EPCS Board Meeting (By Invitation Only Room 501)
Plenary Session 15-00.16.00 Truman Hall (Building  61)

Coffee Break 16:00-16:30 Beit Maiersdorf

Tuesday 16:30-18:30
D1 Economic History 3 Maiersdorf Room 501
D2 Voting 2 Maiersdorf Room 502
D3 Social Capital and Trust 1 Maiersdorf Room 503
C4 Education, Happiness and Health Policy 2 Maiersdorf Room 405
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D5 Culture, Ethnicity and Religion 3 Maiersdorf Room 404
D6 Taxation 5 Maiersdorf Room 403
D7 Politicians 2 Maiersdorf Room 505
D8 Economic Rationality and Economic Research 1 Maiersdorf Room 504
D9 Crime, Conflict and Terrorism 2 Room TBA

Day 3. Wednesday, April 3rd, 2019
Wednesday 8:30-10:30
E1 Local Governments 1 Maiersdorf Room 501
E2 Politicians 3 Maiersdorf Room 502
E3 Social Choice and Theory 1 Maiersdorf Room 503
E4 Crime, Conflict and Terrorism 3 Maiersdorf Room 405
E5 Aid, FDI and Economic Development 2 Maiersdorf Room 404
E6 Taxation 6 Maiersdorf Room 403
E7 Voting 3 Maiersdorf Room 505
E8 Trade 1 Maiersdorf Room 404
E9 Public Policy 1 Room TBA

Wednesday 11:00-12:00
Plenary Session 11-00.12.00        Truman Hall (Building  61)
Lunch 12:00-13:30 Beit Maiersdorf
12:00-13:00 EJPE Board Meeting (By Invitation Only) Room 501
13:30-14:30 EPCS Member Meeting – All Participants Invited Truman 
Hall (Building 61)
14:30-18:30 Guided Visit of the Old City of Jerusalem
19:00-22:00 Gala Dinner - Beit Maiersdorf
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Day 4. Thursday, April 4th, 2019
Thursday 8:30-10:30
F1 Taxation 7 Maiersdorf Room 501
F2 Politicians 4 Maiersdorf Room 502
F3 Local Governments 2 Maiersdorf Room 503
F4 Voting 4 Maiersdorf Room 405
F5 Media 1 Maiersdorf Room 404
F6 Finance 1 Maiersdorf Room 403
F7 Public Policy 2 Maiersdorf Room 505
F8 Crime, Conflict and Terrorism 4 Maiersdorf Room 504
F9 Social Choice and Theory 2 Room TBA
Coffee Break 10:30-11:00  Beit Maiersdorf

Thursday 11:00-13:00
G1 Taxation 8 Maiersdorf Room 501
G2 Redistribution 1 Maiersdorf Room 502
G3 Extremism and Populism 3 Maiersdorf Room 503
G4 Natural Resources and Development 1 Maiersdorf Room 405
G5 Social Capital and Trust 2 Maiersdorf Room 403
G6 Culture, Ethnicity and Religion 4 Maiersdorf Room 505
G7 Firms 1 Maiersdorf Room 504
G8 Finance 2 Room TBA
Lunch 13:00-14:30 Beit Maiersdorf
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Keynote Addresses

Political Budget Cycles at the Local Government Level

Francisco Veiga, the current president of the European Public Choice 
Society, is Professor of Economics and Dean of the School of Economics 
and Management of the University of Minho, in Portugal. Holding a Ph.D. 
in Economics from the University of South Carolina (USA), he teaches 
and researches in the areas of Political Economy, Macroeconomics, 
International Monetary Economics, and Economic Growth. He is a member 
of the Editorial Board of the European Journal of Political Economy and 
of the Scientific Committee of the Journal of Public Finance and Public 
Choice. He has published in the Journal of Development Economics, the 
Journal of Money, Credit and Banking, the European Economic Review, 
the European Journal of Political Economy, in Public Choice, and in 
several other journals.

Francisco José Veiga

President of the European Public Choice Society

Professor Catedrático de Economia, 

Universidade do Minho
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Oded Galor 

Diversity and Conflict

Oded Galor is the founder of Unified Growth Theory. He has contributed 
to the understanding of process of development over the entire course 
of human history and the role of deep-rooted factors in the transition 
from stagnation to growth and in the emergence of the vast inequality 
across the globe. Moreover, he has pioneered the exploration of the 
impact of human evolution, human genetic diversity, and inequality 
on the process of development over most of human existence. His 
interdisciplinary research has redirected research in the field of economic 
growth to the exploration of the long shadow of history and to the role 
of biogeographical forces in comparative economic development. It has 
spawned the influential literatures studying the impact of inequality on 

Herbert H. Goldberger

 Professor of Economics

Brown University
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the process of development, the interaction between human evolution 
and economic development, the transition from stagnation to growth, and 
the impact of human diversity on comparative economic development. 

Oded Galor has led the NBER research group on Income Distribution 
and Macroeconomics and he is a Research Fellow of the CEPR and 
IZA, a Research Associate of the NBER and CESifo, a Sackler Fellow at 
Tel-Aviv University, and a Fellow of the Economics Department at the 
Hebrew University. Furthermore, he is the Editor in Chief of the Journal 
of Economic Growth, Editor of the Journal of Population Economics, Co-
Editor of Macroeconomic Dynamics, a member of the editorial board of 
several journals, including Economics and Human Biology, the Journal 
of Economic Inequality
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Mathias Thoenig 

The Refugee’s Dilemma: A Structural Model of Outmigration from Nazi 
Germany

Mathias Thoenig is Full Professor and co-director of the Department of 
Economics at the School of Business and Economics (HEC), University 
of Lausanne. He is also a CEPR Research Fellow in the international trade 
and macro programs and an elected Council Member of the European 
Economic Association. Mathias Thoenig received his Ph.D. from University 
Paris-1 Sorbonne and his B.A. in engineering from Ecole Polytechnique. 

He has held visiting appointments at International Monetary Fund, MIT, 
SciencesPo Paris, University of British Columbia and University Pompeu 
Fabra. He also served on the editorial boards of Journal of European 

Faculty of Business and 

Economics

University of Lausanne
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Economic Association and International Economics. His research interests 
include development, international trade and political economy of 
conflicts. He is a regular academic consultant to various development 
agencies. In 2013 he was awarded a consolidator grant by the European 
Research Council (ERC) for his work on the role of distrust and grievances 
in ethnic conflicts. He has published papers in the American Economic 
Review, Econometrica, Journal of European Economic Association, 
Quarterly Journal of Economics, Review of Economic Studies, and other 
academic journals.
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Venue Locations

The conference will take place in the Beit Maiersdorf Conference Center 
on the Mount Scopus campus of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
The plenary sessions will take place in the Truman Building (Building 61).

To enter the campus, you will have to show an identity document, 
e.g., your passport.

How to get there
The Mount Scopus bus terminus is inside a tunnel underneath the central 
buildings, making public transportation to Mount Scopus convenient 
and comfortably weatherproof. 
•	 From the Central Bus Station: Egged bus lines 68, 69
•	 From the City Center: Egged bus lines 4A, 17, 19
•	 From Pisgat Zeev West: Line 46
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Wi-Fi
The Wi-Fi network HUJI Guest enables you to connect to the internet. 
No password is needed. 

Social Media
If you tweet about the EPCS conference, 
please tweet at the handle @theEPCS. The hashtag is #epcs2019

Wicksell Prize 
Each year, the EPCS awards the Wicksell Prize, in honor of the Swedish 
economist Johan Gustaf Knut Wicksell, to the best paper presented at 
the annual meeting by a young researcher.

To qualify for the prize, the presenter of the paper as well as all co-authors 
must be under 30 years of age as of December 31, 2019.

The Wicksell Prize is generously sponsored by the European Journal of 
Political Economy published by Elsevier

Wicksell Prize 2019 Candidates

Candidate 		  Paper Title
Juho Alasalmi 		  Motivated Prospects of Upward Mobility
Lamar Crombach	 Political Budget Cycles: The Role of Government 
			   Competence Dispersion
Matthias Diermeier 	 The AfD’s winning formula – No need for economic 
			   strategy blurring in Germany
Kim Leonie Kellermann and Simon Winter 	 New East-West Divide? 
Immigration and Anti-
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Immigrant Voting in the 2017 German Parliamentary Election
Tommy Krieger 	 Democracy and Institutional Quality: 
			   Theory and Evidence
			   Dalila Lindov	 Are legislators responsive to 
			   contributions from teachers’ unions?
Deni Mazrekaj, Fritz Schiltz and Vitezslav Titl	 Identifying Politically 
			   Connected Firms: A Machine Learning Approach
Anna Nowak 		  You failed! Government Satisfaction and Party 
			   Preferences Facing Islamist Terrorism
Łukasz Olejnik	 Why ruling politicians grow rich faster: rent-seeking or 
			   selection bias?
Matthias Quinckhardt 	The mechanisms of the alignment bias in a mature 
			   Democracy: Evidence from Germany

Social Programme
On the afternoon of Wednesday, April 3rd, 2019, there will be a guided 
tour of the Old City of Jerusalem for EPCS conference participants. Buses 
will leave from the Mount Scopus campus of the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem.

Gala Dinner
The Gala Dinner will follow the guided tour of the Old City of Jerusalem 
and will be held on Wednesday, April 3rd, 2019, within the Beit Maiersdorf 
Conference Center of the Mount Scopus Campus of the Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem.
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Format of Parallel Sessions.

Each Session is chaired by the presenter of the last paper. 
The Chair is in charge of allowing 30 minutes for each paper including 
presentation (20 minutes) and comments by the discussant (5 minutes). 
General discussion (5 minutes) should be considered as a buffer to 
ensure that each session runs smoothly on time. After each session, 
during coffee-break or lunch, time will be allowed for further discussions 
among participants. 
Each paper has a discussant: the second presenter discusses the first 
paper, the third presenter discusses the second paper (and so on in 
case of four papers). The first presenter is in charge of discussing the 
last paper. Presenters are also allowed to let co-authors of their paper 
to act as discussants.

To avoid losing time during the session, we kindly ask presenters to 
upload their slides (both presentation and discussion) at least 10 minutes 
before the start of the session. Technical support will be available in all 
rooms throughout the meeting. 
Candidates for the Wicksell Prize are identified in the program with (W).
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